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“Those wishing to understand Crazy Horse as the Lakota know him won't find
a better account than Marshall's.” —San Francisco Chronicle
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	We can read a book alone, but until we discuss it, the process doesn’t seem complete. Often what one person says about a book enhances our understanding and shapes our perceptions of the book’s themes and meaning. The One Book South Dakota program exists to encourage this exchange through reading one book as a community.



[image: image2.png]



One Book South Dakota 
Read the Book. Join the Discussion.
About the one book south dakota program
The One Book South Dakota program exists to encourage community-wide discussion of an important book that relates to life in South Dakota. Through funding from the South Dakota Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities, eligible libraries, museums, non-profit organizations, and/or community groups can receive up to 30 copies of this year’s One Book on loan, reader’s guides containing discussion questions and articles that relate to the book, funding for a scholar to lead a local discussion of the book, and if possible, funding to show a film that relates to the book.
 
How to host a community-wide one book sd program
Hosting multiple One Book SD events is a fun and dynamic alternative to hosting a single book discussion. Through the use of film, authentic cuisine, and appropriate scholars, these events can greatly enhance one’s understanding of the book.

To get started, you will first need to identify the One Book SD events coordinator AKA the Project Director. The Project Director will lead the effort by working with various individuals to plan the events, schedule any necessary meetings, explore fundraising opportunities, and when necessary, delegate those tasks to the appropriate people.
Depending on the scope of your One Book SD events schedule, a planning committee might be an essential part of creating a successful One Book SD experience. Typically, members of the planning committee will coordinate certain aspects of your community events, such as Publicity or Fundraising, but they could also coordinate all aspects of a specific event if there are multiple events. 
Together, the project director and planning committee should start to research possible dates and locations for One Book South Dakota events. People to contact might include: the local librarian, the local bookstore manager or owner, a local museum director, or someone associated with a venue that hosts community events. It is important to contact these people because they might be interested in serving on the planning committee. At the very least, they will be able to offer ideas to help the project director plan the events.
How to Apply for One book SD funding

As mentioned above, the South Dakota Humanities Council will provide up to 30 copies of this year’s One Book on loan, reader’s guides containing discussion questions and articles that relate to the book, funding for a scholar to lead a local discussion of the book, and if possible, funding to show a film that relates to the book.

To take advantage of this available funding, you will need to find a Sponsoring Organization. The Sponsoring Organization is a non-profit organization that agrees to host your event, underwrite the $35 application fee, or provide other support for your events.

Complete a separate application for each event that features a scholar who is funded by the South Dakota Humanities Council. For example, if you host a book discussion and a film discussion (two separate events) with two different scholars, please complete two applications. Before you apply, please contact the scholar directly to confirm his or her availability and gain permission. 
Not sure how this all comes together? “A Short Tale about the Planning Process” can give you an idea of what this process looks like.


Suggested Events

· Book Discussion
· Film Screening

· Scholar Presentation

· Reception or Dinner
Publicity

Getting the word out is an important part of having a successful One Book SD experience. You may want to consider the following areas when planning to promote your event:
· Local Book Clubs
· Paid or Donated Advertisements

· Feature Articles in Local Publications

· Posters, Flyers, and/or Bookmarks

· SDPB Arts Calendar

· Local TV (Paid or Public Service Announcements)

· Local Radio (Paid or Public Service Announcements)

· Organizations & Groups (e.g. Kiwanis, Rotary, Chamber of Commerce, Church Groups, etc.)

· Schools & Universities

· Coffee Shops, Libraries, Museums (and other cultural centers)


Questions?

Call Steve Binkley at 605-688-5715 or e-mail steve.binkley@sdstate.edu.
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